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Visa Application Procedures 
The Consular Section is located inside the U.S. Embassy at 83 Azadlig Prospect in Baku. The Consular 
Section issues nonimmigrant visas to those applicants who plan to go to the United States for a 
temporary stay and meet all other requirements under U.S. immigration law. 

While we are able to accept applications from individuals who are in Azerbaijan temporarily, applicants 
who do not reside in Azerbaijan have the best chance for visa issuance if they apply in their home 
country. Please note: The U.S. Embassy in Baku is unable to accept visa applications from citizens of 
Iran who are not resident in Azerbaijan. Iranian applicants should contact the U.S. embassies in Abu 
Dhabi, UAE or Ankara, Turkey or the consulate in Dubai, UAE for application information. 

Visa applications are accepted by prior appointment only at an assigned time on Mondays and 
Wednesdays, between 9:00am and 12:00 noon. Applicants should call the Consular Section at 498-
0335/6/7 to request an appointment at least three weeks before their planned trip. The visa 
application processing fee is $100 payable in U.S. dollars or the equivalent in new Azerbaijani manats. 
This fee is non-refundable.  
 
Applicants must submit the relevant application forms, passport and supporting documents, and pay 
the non-refundable $100 visa application processing fee before they are interviewed. Each applicant 
will be assigned a specific time to return the following day to be interviewed by a Consular Officer. 
Applicants do not need to appear in person to submit applications and pay the fee, but each applicant 
must sign their own application form prior to submission and appear for their interview. 

NEW!!! In keeping with the U.S. Government's policy of "secure borders and open doors", effective 1 
May 2006 the Consular Section is instituting expedited visa processing procedures for business 
travelers (B1, H, L visas), students (F, M visas) and exchange visitors (J visas). In order to take 
advantage of these new procedures, students, exchange visitors and business people are now required 
to use the Electronic Visa Application Form (DS-156) in English. Handwritten or typed 
applications will no longer be accepted. 

At the time of their application, qualified travelers in all these categories with properly completed 
Electronic Visa Application Forms, and all other necessary documentation, will be interviewed 
immediately. Their visas may be processed within 24 hours, and wherever possible will be issued on 
the same day. 

Qualified applicants with the proper documentation in all other categories, including tourist or pleasure 
travel, will also be eligible for priority processing -- if they apply using the Electronic Visa Application 
Form.  

Immediately upon the conclusion of the interview, each applicant will be informed whether a visa will 
be approved and, if so, when it will be ready for collection.  

Basic Requirements 
Each nonimmigrant visa applicant must submit: 

- a passport valid for travel to the United States and with a validity date at 
least six months beyond the applicant's intended period of stay in the United 
States,  

- a completed nonimmigrant visa application form (DS-156). For faster and 
easier processing, the Consular Section strongly encourages all applicants to 
use the Electronic Visa Application Form (DS-156) in English. 

- one photograph, 5cm X 5cm on a white background, taken within the last six 
months.  

http://evisaforms.state.gov/
http://evisaforms.state.gov/
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- All male applicants between the ages of 16 and 45 require a Supplemental 
Nonimmigrant Visa Application Form (DS-157). 

 
In order to qualify for a nonimmigrant visa under U.S. immigration law, applicants need to show 
evidence of their strong economic, social, professional and family ties in Azerbaijan. Persons 
dependent on their spouses, parents or children should show the ties to Azerbaijan of the person(s) 
supporting them. Applicants will be required to explain and possibly demonstrate how they will finance 
their visit to the U.S. Applicants for visitor visas should bring any documents they feel show the 
professional, social, economic and family circumstances which will require them to return to 
Azerbaijan after a short visit to the United States.  
 
There is no specific list of required documents, as every person's situation is different, but applicants 
should attempt to document their situation as completely as possible in order to resolve their cases 
quickly. Applicants may, for example, present marriage certificates, children’s birth certificates, 
invitation letters from US-based companies or individuals, letters from local employers, other evidence 
of economic status, or any other suitable evidence of their ties in Azerbaijan. A notarized invitation 
letter or form is not required.  
 
Business travelers going on B1 visas must present a letter from their employer and an invitation letter 
from a US-based company or organization. Click here for more detail on business visa expediting 
procedures. Foreign passport-holders may need to provide evidence of their residency status in 
Azerbaijan.  

Applicants may not be assisted at the interview by friends or relatives who are not applying. Our staff 
speaks Azerbaijani, Russian, and English. 

Additional Requirements 
All applicants for the following types of visas are required to present the following additional 
documents at the time they submit their applications: 
 
Students (F visas): Must submit a Contact Information and Work History for Nonimmigrant 
Application Form (DS-158), a valid I-20 form issued by their educational institution, the SEVIS fee 
receipt, evidence of how they will meet education expenses in the U.S. and general evidence of ties to 
Azerbaijan. Click here for more information about the SEVIS fee. Click here for more information on 
student visa expediting procedures.  
 
Exchange Visitors (J visas): Must submit a Contact Information and Work History for Nonimmigrant 
Application Form (DS-158), an original DS-2019 form and evidence of their ties to Azerbaijan. In some 
cases, the SEVIS fee also applies. Click here for more information about the SEVIS fee. Click here for 
more detail on exchange visitor visa expediting procedures.  
 
Work Visas (H, L visas): Must present original approval notices (I-797) from USCIS. If the 
applicant's family will accompany him or her, they must present an original marriage certificate and 
birth certificates of children. Click here for more detail on work visa expediting procedures.  
 
Medical Treatment: Must present documentation showing that they have a medical appointment in 
the U.S. and evidence of their medical condition. Applicants must also show that they have the means 
to pay for the necessary course of treatment, not only the preliminary exam. For more information, 
click here. 

Emergency Travel: The Consular Section will make every effort to assign the earliest possible 
appointment for bona fide emergency travel. Click here for more detail on emergency travel 
procedures.  

For more information about nonimmigrant visas, click here. 

http://baku.usembassy.gov/cons/ExpeditedorUrgentBusinessTravel.pdf
http://baku.usembassy.gov/cons/sevisfee.html
http://baku.usembassy.gov/cons/ExpeditedStudentTravel.pdf
http://baku.usembassy.gov/cons/sevisfee.html
http://baku.usembassy.gov/cons/ExpeditedStudentTravel.pdf
http://baku.usembassy.gov/cons/ExpeditedorUrgentBusinessTravel.pdf
http://baku.usembassy.gov/cons/medicaltreatment.html
http://baku.usembassy.gov/cons/EmergencyVisaAppointments.pdf
http://travel.state.gov/visa/tempvisitors.html

